
Huntingfield Pre-School 
www.huntingfieldpreschool.co.uk   Tel 07936648864 
Autumn Term October 2020 

NEWSLETTER 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we approach half term, I would like to update you with what has been happening over the last 7 weeks. 

Our older children returning after the Summer break and/or Lockdown have all settled back nicely. We have 
been welcoming our new little ones as they begin their learning journey at Huntingfield. So far, settling in has 
been very smooth with very FEW tears. 

Our topic for this half term has been ‘Favourite Stories’.  The children have also be learning about Autumn and 
Colours. After half term we will be enjoying Halloween fun and games, learning about Firework safety, 
celebrating Diwali and remembering our War heroes in the lead up to Christmas!! 

Covid-19………….. 

I would like to say a ‘BIG’ thank you to you all for adhering to our new Covid rules and routines this half term. 
The Coronavirus continues to impact on us all and sadly at the moment there appears to be no light at the end 
of the tunnel. We are trying to keep the pre-school environment as normal as is safely possible and so far we 
feel that the children are all happy and keen to learn. We have noticed that their confidence and ability to 
engage with each other in play is not where it normally is around this time of year which we put down to the 
lockdown and lack of opportunities and stimulation within our community. Therefore our focus is now more on 
the children’s personal, social and communication development in trying to boost their self esteem and 
confidence and to encourage friendships. 

After half term, I have decided to revert back to most children arriving at 9.15 and finishing at 12.15. There 
are just a couple of children this won’t apply to and I will email those of you that this applies to separately. I 
would however, ask all of you to be observant when queuing and suggest that if the queue looks long then maybe 
wait in the car etc until it reduces please.  

I have an important request please. If any of you are planning a holiday or short break abroad over the half 
term, please can you ensure that you follow quarantine guidance when you return. I have to trust everyone to 
adhere to the safety restrictions but if I find out that anyone returned to pre-school and didn’t self isolate 
for the required time their pre-school place may be withdrawn. At the end of the day, by not self isolating you 
are putting all the children, staff and other parents at risk and that is something that will not be tolerated. 

I am sure I can rely on all of you to work with me on this! 

Primary School Applications   

If your child was born between 1.9.16 & 31.8.17 you should be considering your Primary School choices for 
September 2021. Unfortunately there are no school visits this year due to the Pandemic and although I have 
contacted most local schools it would seem that Forestdale are the only school to have a virtual tour of the 
school on their website.  

There is a step by step guide to admission procedures on the Croydon Council website. If your choice of school 
is not listed, please contact them direct for this information. The deadline for applications is Midnight on 
Wednesday 15 January 2021. The admissions department only accepts online applications 
(www.eadmissions.org.uk) so if this is a problem please contact the office direct. Confirmation of the outcome 
will be available online during the evening of Friday 16 April 2021. You can find further information on the 
London Bor of Croydon website– www.croydon.gov.uk/education/schools-new/school. 

If any of you are feeling anxious about applying for a school that you have never seen and cannot visit then 
please speak to me or my staff as we may be able to answer some of your questions. 
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Information 

In the absence of the Parent Information board, I have been trying to keep you all as up to date as possible 
by sending out a weekly email. I hope you have found it useful in keeping up to date with what is going on at pre
-school. If you have not been receiving the emails please let me know in case I have missed anyone out? My 
website is also updated every week so please look there for relevant information. 

Home Learning Packs 

The Home Learning packs are a range of books and activities that help support your child’s learning. I am 
hoping to have them available again after half term so please keep an eye on the notice board at the entrance 
to the church. 

Extra Curricular Activities 

I was hoping that our usual Mini Football and Phonic Stars sessions would resume after half term. I have been 
in discussion with both and I was very confident with the risk assessments that both had put in place. 
Unfortunately, I think the Church are going to oppose this as they are very nervous about other outsiders 
entering the premises despite the rigid safety measures proposed. There is a leadership meeting on Tuesday 
so I expect to hear the outcome shortly after. 

Children’s Photographs 

As you will recall from an earlier newsletter, Colin my regular photographer for the last 11 years retired in the 
Summer. I am still hoping to arrange for the photographs to be taken during the next half term and I will 
advise you when I have something organised. 

Asthma Inhalers 
If you child has been diagnosed with Asthma and has an inhaler then can you please ensure you advise us 
immediately and that you provide us with an inhaler to keep on the premises. Inhalers should not be left in 
your child’s bag in the foyer.  An asthma attack is life threatening and therefore it is very important we are 
aware that an inhaler is needed and that a consent form to administer it is completed.  

Lunch Club 
Lunch Club finally resumed in the middle of September with a small consistent group of 8-10 children now 
attending. If any of you are interested in you little ones staying for that bit longer on Wednesdays (to 1.30)
then please just bring their lunch and drink in a named bag. Payment of £5 needs to be made by bank transfer 
please. 

Term Dates 

The revised term dates list up to July 2021 was emailed out last week and is displayed on my website. 

Christmas  

Sadly, due to Covid, we will not be able to organise our usual Christmas Nativity Concert this year. However I 
am hoping to organise something for the children so watch this space. I will be advising you of our other 
Christmas arrangements after half term. 

Halloween Party 

On Monday 2 November we would love the children to dress up in their Halloween costumes (this is optional) as 
we will be enjoying Halloween fun and games. 

Finally 

Please remember we break up on Wednesday 21 October as we have two days of First Aid training before half 
term. We return on Monday 2 November.  

HAPPY HALF TERM EVERYONE!!  

Elaine 


